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Validating prescriptions

Oncology pharmacists play a crucial role in the management of 
cancer treatments, ensuring the safe and effective use of 
chemotherapy and other oncology therapies. These abstract details 
the daily responsibilities of an oncology pharmacist in a Kenyan 
healthcare setting, highlighting the importance of drug review, patient 
counseling, medication availability management, billing processes, 
and collaboration with the medical team.

Methodology
• Observational study conducted in a Kenyan oncology pharmacy 

over several weeks.

• Data collected on the pharmacist's daily activities, including 
case reviews, drug interaction checks, chemotherapy dose 
verification, patient counseling, and ensuring the availability of 
oncology medications.

• Study documented the pharmacist's responsibilities in ordering 
oncology drugs, double-checking doctors' prescriptions, 
generating medicine quotations for the National Hospital 
Insurance Fund (NHIF), and billing after NHIF approval to 
facilitate patient access to affordable medicines.

• Participation in multidisciplinary rounds, peer review sessions, 
and continuing education activities also observed.

Introduction

Role Responses

Preparing/Assisting patient-specific infusions

Release of prepared solutions

Deliver prescribed parenteral chemotherapy

phone callfax email

online 
portal

Average number of prescriptions per day

In contact with a 
chemotherapy 
patients
Provide personal 
consultation and 
instructions

Type of prescriptions

Topics patients were advised on 

Side effects

Additional medication

Nutritional advice
Time spent working in 
oncology pharmacy

6 - 8 hours

Written 
regulation

The daily duties of an oncology pharmacist in Kenya are crucial for effective cancer patient management. Key responsibilities include case 
reviews, managing medication availability, patient counseling, and ensuring affordability through billing processes. Continuous professional 
development and interdisciplinary collaboration are vital, along with diligent oversight of oncology medication supplies to optimize treatment 
outcomes.

Results and Conclusions
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