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Fig.1: Respondents involved in preparation and validation of
the chemotherapy prescriptions
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Conclusion
Pharmacists are directly involved in the oncologic infusions production units, contributing to oncological patient care with their drug-specific knowledge and manufacturing skills,
being an essential part of the medical team. Educational regulations should be made in Romania so the pharmacists involved in oncology pharmacy should be trained, EUSOP
training being for now the only way a pharmacist can become specialized in Oncology Pharmacy.

Fig.3: Amount of time the pharmacist spends on oncology
ward

3. Results and discussion 
690 members of ESOP Global answered the questionnaire and 12 (1,74%) were from Romania. 58% completed all the questionnaire’s questions so their answers will be analysed.

1. Working Conditions
All of the respondents are involved in preparation of oncologic infusions. Depending on the type of hospital they work (oncology-dedicated or multidisciplinary), the amount of time needed for his task varies 
between 30-80%. All the pharmacists involved in preparation are validating the prescriptions and release the prepared infusions to the wards. The number of hours spent in oncology pharmacy varies 
between 2-8h/day.
2. Number of produced i.v. medications
One hospital has a daily production capacity between 50 and 100 infusions/day, 3 produce up to 50 infusions/day and 3 until 25 infusions/day.
3. Form of prescription
2 hospitals get only paper-based prescriptions, 5 are receiving only electronic orders. All the prescriptions are patient individualized.
4. Patient counselling and oral chemotherapy
25% have contact with oncologic patients and 16,6% provide personal consultation, including management of oral chemotherapy side effects. None of the pharmacists are involved in dispensing oral 
chemotherapy.

Fig.4: Cytotoxic preparation 
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Fig.2: Prescription receivement in Romanian hospitals

1. Introduction 
Oncology pharmacy is under development in Romania, where there is no specific programme for 
training the pharmacists working in hospitals with oncology wards. Pharmacists from 12 hospitals 
answered the questionnaire sent by ESOP Global. Their answers represent the actual situation in 
2024. Few hospitals have dedicated pharmacists for the oncological production, being just one of 
the daily tasks, although they must invest a great amount of working capacity into the 
manufacturing and logistical process of cytostatics infusions. Oral chemotherapy is dispensed in 
Romania by community pharmacies, the hospital pharmacists being responsible of the 
intravenous administered chemotherapy.

2. Material and method  
A questionnaire was applied to European Society of Oncology Pharmacy (ESOP) Global 
members. The questions covered the following fields: infusion preparations of oncologic 
patients, prescriptions receiving and validation, dispensing oral chemotherapy and patient 
counselling. Countries that reached the minimum number of answers analysed them and 
drew a conclusion of the oncology pharmacy situation in their country. 

Fig.6: Example of treatment prescription that
is checked by the pharmacist/clinical
pharmacist
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